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We aim high *  We are resilient *  We are curious learners  *  We value diversity *  We are respectful 

Dear Golden Lane and Prior Weston families, 

A warm welcome to families and children old and new.  

We hope that the children joining us for the first time are settling in well, and that  

returning children are enjoying being back with their friends and the staff.  

In this newsletter we have focused on ‘The Characteristics of Effective Learning’ 

and the different ways that children learn.  

We hope that you are finding these newsletters helpful.  

Happy reading! 

Bev & Rae 

Deputy Head & Children’s Centre Lead 

 

Dates for your Diary 

Friday 3rd October  Macmillan coffee morning  

Thursday 16th October  International Food Festival– bring a dish 

Monday 27th—Friday 31st October Half term  

December 2025  

Friday 12th December Christmas Jumper Day & Christmas Lunch 

Wednesday 17th December Class Parties & Festive performance at 2pm 

Thursday 18th December Festive performance at 9:30am  

Friday 19th December End of Term- 2pm finish 

October 2025  
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One day Tim finds inspiration from his dad’s nature journal and begins to  

record all of his findings and collections just like him! But when his dad is too 

busy to see what he found, Tim falls asleep and goes on adventures another 

way. Follow the delightful journey of Tim and his dad as they reconnect 

through their shared love of nature. A must-read for little explorers and       

nature enthusiasts!  

This book starts out grey and dreary, with a boy hunched over a screen. But a girl 

runs by his window and shouts, “Hey, you! Sky’s blue!” and changes everything. 

The boy runs out after her, leaving his shoes (and screen) behind, and into a 

world of sunshine and adventure. They chase rabbits, stomp in mud puddles, 

float in water, and run with the wind. It’s a wonderful reminder that there are so 

many adventures to be found when you put down the screen.  

A little boy observes what’s around him in a park and, with the help of some   

animal friends, begins to see the natural beauty in things he’d never really       

noticed before (the crunch of leaves, a cool pond, warm sand, bright stars). With 

bright, eye-catching collage illustrations, this sweet picture book offers a simple 

introduction to the concept of poetry, all while encouraging kids to keep their 

eyes and ears open to the sights and sounds of nature.  

Yes, you can, Cow! We believe in you! READY . . . STEADY . . . GO . . .It's the Nursery 

Rhyme's big performance, but Cow is having second thoughts. She's too scared 

to jump! What if she crashes? Will everyone laugh? The curtain's almost up and 

the audience are waiting. Can Cow overcome her fear of failure and become 

the star of the show? A gorgeous, heart-warming story about believing in yourself 

and doing your best based on the ever-popular nursery rhyme 'Hey Diddle         

Diddle'.  

This is a truly charming picture book with an empowering message about the power of 

self-belief, perfect for EYFS and KS1. At the beginning of the story, George the rabbit sits 

on a tree stump watching his woodland friends busy doing all sorts of clever and fun 

activities like painting, roller-skating, knitting and dancing. Believing that he can’t do 

anything like that, George leaves himself with no option but to sit and watch. That is, 

until a wise old bear observes George’s no-can-do attitude and decides to help him to 

cultivate some important self-belief. 

This is an endearing picture book that encourages young readers to have the confi-

dence to try new things using the ‘magic’ of a positive attitude from within themselves. 
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The story telling is wonderful and perfectly captures how important it can be 

how we talk to children about their dreams and goals. Rosie has a drive   

inside that she just naturally follows – taking other people’s trash and turning 

it into engineering treasures. She wants to help. But when one of her quirky 

inventions is laughed at by an even quirkier uncle, she thinks she ought to 

shut up shop on that particular dream. Luckily, an extremely accomplished 

great aunt is on her way with some mentoring up her sleeve. A tale of       

embracing ‘failure’ as but a stepping stone to success with utterly wonderful 

and unique illustrations.   

When a little boy plants a carrot seed, everyone tells him it won't grow. But when 

you are very young, there are some things that you just know, and the little 

boy knows that one day a carrot will come up. So he waters his seed, and pulls 

the weeds, and he waits... 

This beloved classic celebrates patience, determination, and believing in your-

self. First published in 1945 and never out of print, the timeless combination of 

Ruth Krauss's simple text and Crockett Johnson's eloquent illustrations creates a 

triumphant and deeply satisfying story for readers of all ages. 

Gerald is careful. Piggie is not. 

Piggie cannot help smiling. Gerald can. 

Gerald worries so that Piggie does not have to. 

Gerald and Piggie are best friends. 

 

In Can I Play Too? Gerald and Piggie meet a new friend, Snake, who wants to 

join in a game of catch. But don't you need arms to catch...? Mo Willems cre-

ates another hilarious escapade starring the award-winning duo that will have 

early readers breaking into laughter from the first page.  

 Collaboration Station is designed to guide young learners through the process 

with clear guidelines, cooperative learning strategies, and engaging visuals that 

capture their imagination. 

 

It addresses the common challenges that can arise when students work                

together, and helps inspire kids to WANT to be a valuable member of their team! 

Working well with others is one of the most important skills that kids can learn, 

and continue to apply for years to come. With whimsical illustrations and              

engaging rhymes, Collaboration Station helps instil the mindset and skills that are 

essential for preparing students to thrive in group settings. 
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News from baby room 

This term, we are excited to warmly welcome our new babies and their families into our  

wonderful environment. We understand how important it is for both children and parents to feel 

secure, which is why we have been focusing on our book of the month, "Owl Babies." This gentle 

story resonates with little ones, providing them comfort and reassurance that their parents will  

always return at the end of the day. 

 

Additionally, we have been enjoying delightful cooking sessions where we create nest cupcakes 

together. This fun activity allows the babies to explore their senses while also helping them build 

essential fine motor skills. We look forward to sharing these precious moments with all of you! 

News from Toddler room 

Toddler room is blossoming from the return of our lovely toddlers. They have been busy bodies 

venturing of and exploring all the exciting activities which are on offer. Our book of the month is 

‘The Owl Babies’ as we feel this would be the best fit easing the children back into settling and 

new transitions. The children have really been exploring all the messy play on offer which helps 

develop on their creativity, imagination and fine motor skills. To add, the children have loved the 

physical obstacle courses helping develop their gross motor skills. 
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News from Nursery 

In Nursery we have had a busy start to the term welcoming all our new friends.  

Our topic this half term is ‘All about us’. We have been creating self– portraits, getting to know all 

about our new friends and things we have in common, and earning Nursery routines. 

Through using the book ‘The Colour Monster’ we have also been exploring colours and how 

those colours can help us express our feelings, We have been looking at all the words we can 

use to help us understand how we are feeling.  

News from Reception 

We've had a fantastic start to the Autumn term in Reception! The children have settled in brilliantly and are already 

getting into the routine of the school day. It’s been lovely to see everyone exploring their new classrooms with such 

excitement and curiosity. 

In maths, we’ve been learning about subitising – recognising small amounts without needing to count – and have 

had lots of fun helping our class toy 'Maths Mole' become better at counting too! 

Our daily phonics sessions are now underway, and we’ve begun learning the Set 1 sounds: m, a, s, d, t. The children 

are already showing great enthusiasm and are picking up the new sounds really well. 

We’ve also had our first PE session with William, our PE teacher, and started our music sessions with our Music Master           

teacher, Rachel – both of which have been a big hit! 

Last week we enjoyed our first baking session – the children loved measuring, mixing, and of course, tasting what 

they made! 

It’s been lovely getting to know the new friends who’ve joined us from other nurseries. The children have been so 

welcoming, and it’s wonderful to see new friendships already forming. 

All in all, it’s been a brilliant start to the year! 
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Starting Primary School information  

If your child was born between 01/09/21 and 31/08/22 you need to apply for a place in       

  Reception to start in September.   

All admissions are done online through Islington   

https://www.islington.gov.uk/children-and-families/schools/apply-for-a-school-place/apply-for-a-

primary-school-place     

The deadline is 15th January 2026 

If you have any questions or need support with your application  we are happy to help. Please 

speak to the office.  

Child Absences  

We look forward to welcoming in all our children everyday. If your 

child is unable to attend for any reason, i.e. they are unwell or 

have an appointment  or you they will be in late please contact 

the office on 0207 786 4800, via parentmail or email of-

fice@priorweston.islington.sch.uk and we will pass the information 

on to their room. 
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https://www.eyalliance.org.uk/sites/default/files/what_to_expect_when._a_parents_guide.pdf  

In this guide, your child’s first five years have been divided up into six age bands which 

overlap. This is because every child is different and children do not grow and develop at 

the same rate. It highlights what you might notice your child doing at these points. Chil-

dren learn and develop through playing, exploring, being active, creative and being 

asked questions to help their thinking. After each age band we give you an example of 

some ideas and tips as to how you can help your child’s learning and development. 

Page 34 details where you can find out more.  



 

 

www.priorweston.islington.sch.uk 

Email queries to: office@priorweston.islington.sch.uk 



 

 

www.priorweston.islington.sch.uk 

Email queries to: office@priorweston.islington.sch.uk 



 

 

www.priorweston.islington.sch.uk 

Email queries to: office@priorweston.islington.sch.uk 



 

 

www.priorweston.islington.sch.uk 

Email queries to: office@priorweston.islington.sch.uk 



 

 

www.priorweston.islington.sch.uk 



 

 

www.priorweston.islington.sch.uk 


