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We aim high *  We are resilient *  We are curious learners  *  We value diversity *  We are respectful 

Dear Prior Weston families, 

  

We’ve had a lovely week in school and I want to start with a big shout-out to everyone who sup-

ported the Book Fair – our first in many years! A huge thank you to Toni, one of our parents, who 

gave up so much of her time to make it all happen – we genuinely couldn’t have done it without 

her. Thanks to the whole community, we’ve raised £173 worth of books for the school, which is 

brilliant. 

  

We’re also planning a PTA coffee morning for any parents who might like to get involved, share 

ideas, or just find out what the PTA does. It’ll be friendly and informal, so please come along next 

Friday morning if you’re curious. 

  

We know winter can be tough, so we’ve put a rail of spare winter coats and jackets in the foyer 

for families to help themselves to. Please take whatever you need – they’re there to support our 

community and make sure everyone stays warm over the colder months. 

  

Finally, a quick reminder about attendance. Now that we’re well into the term, keeping up regu-

lar, good attendance really makes a huge difference to children’s learning and confidence. 

Thank you to everyone who helps get their children in every day – it really does matter.  

  

Wishing you a safe, happy and cosy weekend. 

  

Fiona  

Head Teacher 
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November 2025  

Friday 28th November PTA Coffee Morning 9am 

Friday 28th November Whitecross Festive Event in Whitecross Street 4-6pm 

including  Year 4 Poetry at 4pm 

December 2025  

Tuesday 2nd December Years 2, 3 and 4 trip to the Cinderella Pantomime at 

The Hackney Empire 1pm 

Tuesday 9th December Music Masters Winter Concert @ Plaisterers’ Hall 

Years 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 & 6 

Wednesday 10th Decem-

ber 

Whitecross Street cake & bake sale 

Donations needed 

Thursday 11th December Years 5 and 6 trip to the Cinderella Pantomime at 

The Hackney Empire 1pm 

Friday 12th December Christmas Jumper Day 

Friday 12th December Christmas Lunch 

Monday 15th December AM Cinderella Pantomime in the Hall                   

Early Years—Year 1  

Wednesday 17th Decem-

ber 

Festive Performance including children from  

Nursery - Year 6 at 1:45pm  

Thursday 18th December Festive Performance including children from  

Nursery - Year 6 at 9:45am 

PM—Class Parties 

Friday 19th December End of school Term 2pm finish 
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Free toothbrushes! 

 

We all know how important oral health is and to celebrate and support this, there is now a box 

in the entrance where you can find free toothpaste for your children. 

 

Please help yourself to one toothpaste for each child so there is enough for everyone.  

 

These were donated to the school for our families to encourage a healthy oral health 

care  routine in children as early as possible.   
    

Prior Weston book table                          

 

Do not forget that we have our wonderful book table in the entrance for all families. 

If you have appropriate children's books to donate, please bring them to the reception desk 

and we will ensure that they get displayed on the table for people to take. 

 

If you see a book that you or your child likes, please help yourself and enjoy your story time. 

Thank you to all the wonderful families that have already donated books for other families to 

share and enjoy! 
 

Bikes and Scooters Security 

 

Please remember to secure any bikes or scooters left in the bike parking area with a chain or 

padlock. We do not want anything going missing.  

 

Anything left in this area is done so at the owners own risk. School cannot be responsible for any 

losses or damages to property left in this area or within the school.  

Please do not leave any bikes or scooters in the bike park at weekends or over the holidays as 

this area is unsecure and encourages intruders on to the site. 
 

Towel & Umbrella Donations 

 

Babies and Toddlers rooms in The Children’s Centre are in desperate need of some big, clean 

towels for their water play areas and still need umbrellas. 

If you have any you can spare, please drop the off to the Reception desk. 

They will be very gratefully received! 

 
Spare Winter Coats 

 

Inside the foyer of the Fortune Park entrance, there is a cupboard where families can donate 

or take jackets and coats for their children or for themselves. There are also spare gloves, hats, 

scarves and shoes. 

 

As the days are starting to get colder, please have a look and see if there are any jackets or 

coats that will fit your child or you before you head off to the expensive shops to buy them. 
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Every Day Counts: The Importance of Good Attendance 

 

This year the attendance team will be Touvonna and Bev working with Fiona to improve our whole school          

attendance and punctuality. 

At Prior Weston we know that regular attendance makes a huge difference to your child’s learning, confidence, 

and happiness at school.  

Every day counts, and every lesson missed is a chance lost to build on skills, make progress, and join in with their 

classmates. 

 

Children who attend school regularly are far more likely to achieve their best, both  academically and socially.   

For example: 

• Missing just one day every two weeks adds up to nearly 20 days across the school year – that’s almost a full 

month of learning lost. 

 

• Attendance that drops to 90% (just one day off every fortnight) means a child misses the equivalent of half a 

year of school by the time they leave primary. 

 

• National studies show that children with attendance above 95% achieve better in reading, writing, and maths, 

and are more confident learners. 

 

Good attendance also helps children develop routines, build strong friendships, and take full advantage of the 

exciting opportunities our school provides. 

 

Last year our average attendance for the school was 88.9% . The national average was 95.5%. As a result  we are 

now a focus school for the local authority who will be monitoring our attendance.  

We have set a whole school target for the end of the year for our school average to be 93% (above would be 

even better!) 

 

Of course, we understand that children are sometimes unwell and need to stay at home. But keeping absences to 

a minimum makes a huge difference to their progress. If you’re ever  unsure whether your child is well enough for 

school, please get in touch—we’re here to help. 

 

Together, let’s make every day count and give our children the very best start in life! 
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School Bags for Sale 

 

Just a reminder that we sell a selection of Prior Weston school bags. 

We have Rucksacks, book bags and PE bags all available through Parentmail. 

 

It can help with that morning mayhem that we all face to have different bags already packed 

and ready to go for PE, swimming or forest school day, or just having reading books and   

homework all in one place and easy to find.  

 

Any bag can be used for school, however, with a branded bag there is more chance of     

having it returned should it be left in the park or on the bus if it has the school name on it.   

 

Please remember that whatever bag your child brings to school should have their name and 

class on it so it can be reunited as quickly as possible with its owner.  
 

PE bags—£5:00 

Rucksacks—£10:00 

Book bags—£5:00 

 

We have Book 
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Extended Day Programme 

 

 

 
Extended Day  

Our Extended Day provision is currently compiled of Early Birds breakfast club, Night Owls after 

school club, Enrichment clubs and Holiday play-schemes.  

 
Opening Times  

Monday to Friday (term time only) – excluding bank holidays and school INSET days. 

Early Birds Breakfast Club; 8:00am – 8:45am  

Night Owls Afterschool Club; 3:30pm – 6:00pm  

 
Parentmail  

All booking and payments for Early Birds and Night Owls can be made directly through our 

Parentmail booking form or alternatively you can contact the extended day coordinator       

directly via email; Extendedday@priorweston.islington.sch.uk. 

 

Please note, we do require at least 2 working days’ notice before bookings can be processed.  

 

If you have an emergency situation and you need your child to attend either of our extended 

day options at short notice, we are very happy to allocate you a space but you will incur an 

emergency fee. This can also be booked directly via Parentmail or email but please inform a 

member of staff beforehand.  Please be aware that if all of our allocated spaces are taken we 

may not be able to accept any further short-notice bookings.  

 
Early Birds breakfast club  

To start the day off in the right way we offer a fantastic breakfast club! Early birds breakfast is 

open from 8am for children in Reception to Year 6. Your child can get involved with crafts, art, 

sports or games in addition to eating a healthy breakfast to prepare themselves for the school 

day at 8:45am. The cut off time for breakfast is 8:35am and the last drop offs are at 8:40am to 

give the children enough time to prepare for the busy day ahead.  

 
Night Owls after school club  

At Prior Weston, Night Owl’s is our after school provision for children whose parents are unable 

to make the usual pick up time.  

We have a bustling range of exciting, focused and also less structured activities for the Night 

Owls to take part in.  

We are committed to providing this service not only to help support families but to also           

enrich our children’s day outside of normal school hours.  

The sessions run from 3:30pm till 6pm, with pick up any time before 6pm.  

We do provide hot food and snacks at around 4:45, so pick up just before or just after is        

recommended  
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Fortune Street Park Friends 

 

 

 

The Friends of the Park voluntary group established in 2005 consists of local City 

and Islington residents, who feel passionately about our local park. 

Over the years they have fundraised and organised events in this small popular 

park. There is an annual community fun day that they organise and fundraise    

for – well attended by the local community and appreciated by all that come 

along. 

 

They also care about the maintenance and security of the park, working in    

partnership with Islington Greenspaces . They also volunteer to lock the park in 

the evenings and at weekend safeguarding the park for all of us.  

 

This is just a friendly reminder from The Friends of the Park to let everyone know 

that cycling in the park is strictly not allowed. It poses a risk to all park users, and 

there have been a few near misses involving bikes (both adult and child riders).  

 

Please help us keep everyone safe by dismounting and encouraging your       

children to do the same before entering the park reminding them of this rule.  

https://www.islington.gov.uk/physical-activity-parks-and-trees/parks-and-green-space
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Year 2 Trip to London Zoo 

 

 

Year 2 had an amazing trip to the London Zoo to support our science topic 

‘Animals and their habitats’. We saw lots of animals including Lions, Tigers, Gorillas, 

Butterflies, Monkeys, Tiny creatures, Meerkats and Penguins.  
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   Celebration Assembly 

24th October 2025 

   Celebration Assembly 

7th November 2025 

Our shining stars were:  

 

St Pauls - Karim & Samuel 

Piccadilly - Adam & Darcey 

Kew - Magda & Valentina 

Parliament - Isa & Khalid 

Tower - Emily & Kento 

Westminster - Sol & Joshua 

 

Our shining stars were:  

 

Barbican - Ezekiel & Louie 

St Pauls - Jamal & Julianna 

Piccadilly - Isla-Mae & Emily 

Kew - Elliott & Nuriyah 

Parliament - Amin & Jean-Luc 

Tower - Mizzan & Zain 

Westminster - Uliana & Zayn 

 This week’s Shining Stars results to be announced today.  See next edition. 

Issues in Fortune Park 

With the days getting shorter and the weather quickly getting darker and colder, you may well be spending 

less time outdoors.  However, you may still be using the park for as long as you can. As with any issues that 

might occur externally, please do note whilst we will support where we can,  the school does not have the 

capacity to manage disagreements that may take place in Fortune Park. If you do experience issues, you 

may wish to contact the parks or community police directly.  To report antisocial behaviour, you may find the 

following link useful: 

https://www.islington.gov.uk/physical-activity-parks-and-trees/parks-and-green-space/managing-parks-and-green-space/tell-us-

about-a-problem-in-a-park 

Weather appropriate clothing 

As the days are getting colder and wetter, please send your child in with the appropriate clothing and    

footwear for the weather  each day.  

As  more children start to bring in hats, scarfs and gloves, please ensure these are labelled by   

sewing or sticking in a name tag or writing your child's name in them, This will help to identify the 

owners of any lost items a lot easier and quicker. 

https://www.islington.gov.uk/physical-activity-parks-and-trees/parks-and-green-space/managing-parks-and-green-space/tell-us-about-a-problem-in-a-park
https://www.islington.gov.uk/physical-activity-parks-and-trees/parks-and-green-space/managing-parks-and-green-space/tell-us-about-a-problem-in-a-park
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   Lovely Letter  

24th October 2025 
 

Amirah 

 

Wow! I have been so incredibly impressed 
with how AMriah has started her Year 6 

journey.  
 

She has been giving her very best in all of 
her lessons, not giving up when faced 
with a challenge and showing a more   

independent attitude towards her    
learning.  

 
Most recently, when we had a local   

councillor visit, she asked thoughtful and 
thought-provoking questions which 

showed how engaged she was.  
 

Amirah has been a joy to get to know so 
far and I can’t wait to see all that she 

achieves this year.  

7th November 2025 
 

Darcey 

 
Darcey is such a joy to have in St. Paul’s 

class and is a joy to teach. I am very proud 
and privileged to be her teacher.  

 
Since the beginning of year two, Darcey 

has been amazing, her behaviour is always 
outstanding and everyone can see how 

much effort she is putting into her work.  
 

What's even more outstanding is that she 
is challenging herself across the board 

and her work is really improving. She al-
ways shows kindness, respect and a posi-
tive attitude. SHe is an absolute pleasure 

to teach.  
 

I am very proud of you Darcey! Well done.  
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26th Brooke: Tower - Since the start of the year Brooke has shown incredible 

effort towards all of her learning and so much care for her peers whether that 

is on class or when we were away on the farm trip. 

 

3rd Indiana: Kew - You can always rely on indiana in any situation. She is hard 

working and a dedicated student who tries her hardest with all her work. She 

is also a great friend and caring person. It is great to have indiana in the class!   

 

17th Luisa: Tower - I have been wowed by Luisa’s kindness and effort so far 

this year. She is an exemplary role model and friend. No matter what the task 

or job, she is always giving her very best and it is wonderful to see.  

 

24th Jamie: Piccadilly - The Year 3 team all agree that you deserve this nomi-

nation. You try your best with all your work. You are good at following instruc-

tions and do not allow yourself to get distracted by others. You are always 

ready to learn and have amazing manners. Well done Jamie. 

 

7th Nov Elias: St Pauls - Since the beginning of year 2 you have shown how 

ready, respectful and safe you are. You are always so resilient in your learning 

and always try your best by using all the resources around you to help you. 

We are all very proud of how you have started year 2, keep this up! Well 

done  

 Iced Chocolate with the Head Teacher  
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Family Film Club, takes place every Saturday morning and turns our 2 & 3 Cinema & cafe into a 

space where children and their families can experience the wonders of film together. 

Designed especially for children, Family Film Club offers curated screenings of international       

animations, timeless classics, and new releases. There are also free activities, events and live     

intros as part of the programme. It’s a relaxed, welcoming environment that nurtures curiosity 

through film and connection! 

We’d love to invite the families in the Prior Weston community to be part of this weekly              

celebration of creativity.  

Explore upcoming screenings and read more about us here: 

  barbican.org.uk/whats-on/series/family-film-club 

For families with little ones under 12 month olds, we also host our very popular Parent and Baby 

Screenings on a Saturday and Monday morning, so parents and carers can enjoy the best new 

films with their little ones, in a relaxed environment, without worrying about making too much 

noise. 

We look forward to welcoming you all! 
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Follow the link to see a wide range of community activities for The Big Draw!                                                                            

https://www.thebigdraw.org/events?coordinates=51.522001%2C-0.092649 

 

 

https://www.thebigdraw.org/events?coordinates=51.522001%2C-0.092649
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Do you want to help families live healthier lives while 

building your skills and making new friends? 

Join us as a Families for Life Champion! 

 

We’re looking for enthusiastic parent or carer volunteers to help promote healthy life-

styles in schools and communities. Whether it’s chatting at the school gate, running fun 

workshops, or sharing events on WhatsApp - you can make a real difference! 

What you’ll do: 

✅ Spread the word about health programmes like Family Kitchen and Taste Education 

✅ Support school gate activities (flu jabs, oral health, parent surveys) 

✅ Run parent workshops on healthy snacks, lunches, and breakfasts 

✅ Share info through your networks and help families thrive 

What you’ll get: 

Free training & certificates 

Travel reimbursements 

Boost your CV & explore paid opportunities 

Build friendships & community connections 

Learn more about local services and healthy living 

Flexible commitment: Just one activity per half term, with full support and training        

provided. 

Ready to get involved? 

Just fill out this short application (https://forms.office.com/r/8paXEmFvBS) by scanning the 

QR Code above. 

Don’t hesitate to email margherita.locatelli@islington.gov.uk for more information! 
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My Space: Inside Out 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your space, your story! Learn to draw like an architect and design your own 

unique spaces. Master professional drawing techniques and create a  

beautifully illustrated foldout booklet.  

 

Ages: 10–14 year olds (Years 6–9) 

Times: Thursdays from 6th Nov - 11th Dec 2025 - 4:15 PM - 6:15 PM 

Location: shiftED Makerspace, Holborn Library 

Cost: Free 

  

Website: https://shifted.org.uk/my-space-inside-out 

 

QR: 

 

 

Nick Turner 

Founder / Co-Director  
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