
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Welcome 
 
This year, Pathways students from four different Music Masters’ 
Flagship Schools have been working with Jordan Bak (viola) and Tara 
Franks (cello) through a series of workshops and rehearsals focusing on 
the idea of responding musically to images. 
 
They have taken inspiration from paintings they saw at the National 
Gallery and created their own pieces and programme of music inspired 
by this artwork. Now, they will get the opportunity to perform their 
original creations in front of family and friends at the gallery itself in this 
end of year Pathways celebration performance. 
 
We hope you enjoy the concert as much as our young musicians enjoyed 
creating the pieces that you will hear tonight. Thank you. 
 

Pathways at the 
National Gallery 

 

Friday 17th June, 4:30pm 



Programme 
 
 

 
 

‘Chords Piece’ – written and performed by the 
Pathways Ensemble  
Inspired by the painting ‘Seaport with the Embarkation of the Queen of 
Sheba’, by Claude Lorrain (1648) 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Our students have shared their thoughts on their chosen paintings and 
their relationship to them as musicians throughout this programme. 



 

‘The Titanic’ – written and performed by  
Anna Lea & Raquel  
Inspired by the painting ‘Men of the Docks’, by George Bellows (1912) 
 
Anna Lea & Raquel – ‘The name of our piece is ‘The Titanic’ because the 
boat in the painting looks like the Titanic. We were inspired by this and 
practiced matching the storyline to that of the Titanic and eventually, 
after testing out different endings, we got our piece.’  

 
 



 

‘Red Roses’ – written and performed by Adriana, 
Emelia & Zine  
Inspired by the painting ‘The Graham Children’, by William Hogarth 
(1742) 
 
Adriana - ‘When I listen to music I feel happy and inspired and every 
time I learn a new piece I feel proud of myself. Our group was inspired 
by a picture of a Family that we saw on our visit to the Art Gallery’ 
 

Emelia - ‘We saw the picture of the royal family and liked how beautifully 
painted it was and wanted to create a piece around it.’ 
 

Zine - ‘I started my musical journey learning and getting better and 
better until I got chosen for Pathways. I chose the title ‘Red Roses’ for 
this piece.’ 



 

 

‘Snoozing Sunflower’ – written and performed by 
Samaa & Saya 
Inspired by the painting ‘Sunflowers’, by Vincent Van Gogh (1888) 
 
Samaa - ‘The song I made makes me feel calm and relaxed. I chose the 
sunflower because it looked peaceful and relaxing.’ 
 

Saya - ‘Music and art are so important to me so this project was 
combining the two things I love! I love this piece because it makes me 
feel so happy but at the same time sad because the flower is wilting but 
you know that at some point it had life and it was standing up tall.’ 
 



 

‘The Mysteries of the Pond’ – written and performed 
by Daphne, Kati, Safia & Stella  
Inspired by the painting ‘Water Lillies Setting Sun’, by Claude Monet 
(1907) 
 

Daphne - ‘The picture looks great, like calmness and grace.’ 
 

Kati - ‘I am proud that I can play the violin well and I like it as I can get 
away from the real world through the music. I chose the painting 
because I liked the sounds that came to my mind whilst looking at it.’  
 

Safia - ‘This piece of music makes me feel very joyful and energetic 
because there’s many parts. Also, music is very fun and makes me very 
happy, which sometimes makes me feel on cloud nine!’   
 

Stella - ‘I played my cello at a bake sale and raised more than £200 for 
Ukraine. When I get into playing, I can hear myself and other cellos 
playing. I like it because it’s tricky sometimes.  I like how all the different 
colours mix together to form a beautiful picture.’  



 

 

‘Horse Drama’ – written and performed by Esra  
Inspired by the painting ‘The Horse Fair’, by Rosa Bonheur (1852-55) 
 
Esra – ‘I love expressing myself through music, I chose ‘The Horse Fair’ 
painting and got inspiration from it for my song ‘Horse Drama’ which has 
5 characters.’ 
 



 
‘The Furious Sky’ – written and performed by 
Cheick, Emile & Eric  
Inspired by the painting ‘A Shipwreck in Stormy Seas’, by Claude-
Joseph Vernet (1772) 
 

Cheick – ‘I liked the journey throughout the project because it felt like 
my four years of violin practice was put to the test. I also enjoyed the 
creative and fun activities that we had to do. Our inspiration came from 
the picture of the thunderstorm which made us think that we had to use 
lower strings to make it sound like a thunderstorm.’ 
 

Emile – ‘I’m 11 years old, a twin, I’ve been playing music since I was 6 
years old and I’ve always enjoyed it. I play three instruments – drums, 
violin and piano. We chose this piece because there are many different 
emotions – such as, in one place it’s bright and warm and in the other 
place it is stormy and rainy.’  
 

Eric – ‘We tried to capture the storm painting by adding a lot of dramatic 
effects in the piece. When we looked at the painting we just made our 
piece by thinking about what we hear when we see the painting.’  



 

 

‘Knights in Battle’ – written and performed by the 
Pathways Ensemble  
Inspired by the painting ‘The Battle of San Romano’, by Paolo Uccello 
(1438-40) 
 
 
 
 
Music Masters is incredibly grateful to The National Gallery, Tara 
Franks, Jordan Bak and Young Classical Artists Trust, as well as all of 
our incredible families, teachers, schools and supporters for helping to 
bring this project to life. Thank you. 
 

 
 
 


